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get a solution acceptable to Irish ambitions, there will
be danger lest the Republican party, backed by the
disaffection of all those whom the Government's hard-
handed methods of repression have offended, may
overthrow the existing ministry and renew chaos.
More probably, however, by far, Government will
continue on its' present lines, becoming steadily more
constitutional and normal. But it is possible that
during this period the Northern State also may crystal-
lise into a separate existence, hard to be absorbed at
any future period by a single Ireland.
This, however, is certain. The Irish nation as it
exists is incomplete and imperfect. We are still as
Wolfe Tone described us six generations ago : " Separ-
ate nations met and settled together, not mingled but
convened: uncemented parts that do not cleave to
each other/' Yet the possibility of cementing them
is greater than ever before. It is for the majority
to seek what concessions may be helpful, for theirs is
the ambition that has to be gratified by unity. Con-
•cessions apart, one at least of Ulster's chief objections
to union has been removed since the Free State proved
its ability to borrow largely within its own boundaries•'.
at a rate very little exceeding that which Great Britain
has to pay. • This shakes the view widely entertained
in the North that union with a Dublin Parliament
would be a union with beggary. The impression
nevertheless survives, because the Free State at present
has a difficulty in balancing its budget. But this
difficulty proceeds from the fact that it is trying to
pay off the debt incurred for the damage of the past
two years—which may reach fifty millions. It is
estimated that Ireland's own directly incurred National
indebtedness will be in 1925 about twenty millions.
Her financial position must ultimately depend on the
decision reached under Clause Five of the Treaty,
since this would settle what share, if any, of the
British war debt she must accept, That it will not
be any, is the conviction of all elements in the Free

